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Scope of the WG 

Otherwise: we do the dirty jobs for you that you don’t  
have time to do because you are busy analysing data



IACHEC source data repository

• Concept: a single repository of the data used in IACHEC papers 

• Funded over ~2 years by AHEAD, working prototype available 

• Requirements and interface iterated at three IACHEC meetings 

• Database never populated. The project has not taken-off 

• Solution discussed in spring: HEASARC to take over? 

• Actions on M. Guainazzi and K. Madsen to follow-up

https://iachecdb.iaps.inaf.it



Status of the discussion with HEASARC

• Counterpart at HEASARC: K. Arnaud and M. Corcoran 

• Possible implementation: a “virtual mission” with a “source 
observation table” 

• Unclear if IACHEC members could directly upload data 

• HEASARC “Point-of-Contact” would be needed/in charge 

• Being discussed internally at HEASARC 

• Iteration on the requirements among the IACHEC members 
prior to delivering them to HEASARC for implementation



Synopsis of the main requirements (abridged)

• Access: browser + wget(-like) protocol 

• Users must register to access the database 

• Accessible products: spectra, light curves, responses and 
exposure maps, data analysis procedures (scripts), 
documents, graphical products (as defined by the WG) 

• Querying per source, instrument, WG, paper authors 

• Download of single tar file with all source files, file class 
(see above), or individual files

https://wikis.mit.edu/confluence/download/attachments/61572873/ISDRD_v1.0_20180619.pdf



Repository of calibration documentation

• Concept: single repository 
of calibration documents for 
past and operational 
missions 

• Entries for most missions 
• Some still missing 

• Simple-minded interface - 
no underlying database 
allowing smart searches 

• Inhomogeneous 

• Not up-to-date (~2018)

https://wikis.mit.edu/confluence/display/iachec/IACHEC+Heritage+Working+Group



Way forward

• A virtual meeting is deemed not efficient to resume activities: 
defer the discussion to the first face-to-face IACHEC meeting 

• Identify one new activity and one highest-priority past activity 
to be updated 

• Identify a small pool (3-4) of IACHEC scientists willing to 
actively work in the HWG 

• A new Chair would help (but nobody has volunteered so far) 

• In the meantime, some knowledge transmission to future 
mission still possible parasitically through XRISM/Athena

70% of responders are willing to increase their involvement in the HWG


